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to record — no history can give us satisfactory views of man's antiquity. 
The short period of a few thousand years which has been adopted 
by a short-sighted class of theologians, does not afford extent of time 
necessary for the development of the different phases of civilisation, 
which come under the cognisance of history, much less of those ages 
of slow progress, which must have preceded the historic era. The 
cyclical schemes which computed by tens of thousands and hundreds of 
thousands the years of man's existence, are more in accordance with 
probability than the limited period of six thousand years of Arch- 
bishop Ussher, and other commentators on the Jewish chronology. 
Sir Charles Lyell's lowest estimate of the time required to form the 
present Delta and alluvial plain of the Mississippi is more than one 
hundred thousand years. Agassiz having ascertained the average rate 
of coral growth, estimates that the gradual formation of the southern 
half of Florida must have filled a period of one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand years, and yet the whole is of post- tertiary origin ; the fossil 
zoophytes and shells being all of the same species as those now inhabit- 
ing the neighbouring sea. These are only two of the many approximat- 
ing estimates which geologists have been obliged to form to get some 
relative glimpses of the antiquity of the earth. 
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Memoirs op the Anthropological Society. — We are glad to hear that 
the third volume of the Memoirs of the Society will be issued to the Fellows 
and the public subscribers in a few days. The volume will be published by 
Messrs. Longman and Co., price One Guinea. We understand that this vo- 
lume will contain a long-expected paper from Dr. John Beddoe, the accom- 
plished President of the Anthropological Society of London, " On the stature 
and bulk of the inhabitants of the British Islands." We shall hope to be 
able to give our readers some critical remarks on this volume in our next 
issue. In the meantime, we congratulate the Fellows of the Society that 
their third volume of Memoirs should contain communications from three of 
the most distinguished and erudite Anthropologists of this country, viz., 
Dr. Barnard Davis, Dr. John Beddoe, and Dr. John Thurnam. 

M. de Mortillet has recently proposed to the French Academy of Sciences 
a chronological arrangement of caverns and rock-shelters, based upon the 
distinctive characters of the implements and weapons found in those resorts 
of our earliest ancestors in western Europe. He defines four epochs, which 
he names after the stations where they are most typically represented ; thus 
following the example of geologists and of Messrs. His and Kutirueyer in 
the Crania Helvetica. The Moustier Period,, so called from the Grotto of 
Moustiers, situated in the commune of Peyzac (Dordogne), is characterised 
by stone axes of the almond or "langue du chat" type, and by flint flakes 
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smooth, on one side, and more or less finely chipped on the other. Instru- 
ments of bone are almost entirely wanting. The Solutre" Period, named from 
a station at the foot of a magnificent escarpment in the Sa6ne et Loire, is 
distinguished by the further development of the flint flake, and by the dis- 
appearance of the almond-shaped axe. The flakes are finely clipped on both 
faces and at both ends, and would seem to have furnished the chief domestic 
tool of the period. Simple flakes are rare, as also are bone implements. 
The weapon of this period is an angular club, which is again found in the 
following epoch. In the Aurignac Period, named after the classic locality in 
the Haute Garonne, the number of bone implements increases considerably. 
The angular club still remains, but the points of spears and' arrows are 
of bone instead of flint ; their essential character being that the base con- 
tains a cavity for the insertion of the head of the shaft. The quaternary 
fauna is still largely represented. The Madeleine Period (commune de Turzac 
in the Dordogne) is characterised by arrow and spear-heads of bone and 
reindeer-horn, so shaped at the lower end that they enter into the shaft, 
and not the shaft into the head, as during the previous period. There are 
a number of artistic products. Animals of extinct species disappear, and 
the fauna is represented by animals now inhabiting colder regions of the 
reindeer. The famous deposits of Eyzies and Bruniquel in France, Furfooz 
in Belgium, and Schumenned in Wurtemberg, belong to this last period. 
Following the four epochs enumerated, which may be characterised, as a 
whole, as the rough stone age, M. de Mortillet places the period of polished 
stone. 

" We have heard lately almost too much about the prehistoric man, and 
the supply of flint implements, perforated shells, and split marrow-bones, 
begins to exceed the demand ; but a recent discovery in the departement de 
la Dordogne of human skeletons coeval with the mammoths, and undeniably 
appertaining to the earliest quaternary period, present features of such un- 
usual interest that the French government have sent M. Lartet, the distin- 
guished paleontologist, to make a report on the subject. He reports that 
the bones of five skeletons have been discovered, and that they belong to 
some gigantic race whose limbs, both in size and form, must have resembled 
those of the gorilla. But the simian origin of man must not be inferred 
from these analogies, as the skulls, of which only three are perfect, afford 
testimony fatal to this theory, having evidently contained very voluminous 
brains. The skulls are now in the hands of a committee of savants, who are 
preparing an exhaustive craniological report." — Pall Mall Gazette, June 
16th, 1869. 

Bibliography of Anthropological Literature. — In our next issue we 
purpose to give our first issue of a bibliography. Titles of works or papers 
should be forwarded to us immediately on publication. 

"We regret to have to record the death of Hugh J. C. Beavan, F.S.A., 
Barrister-at-Law, and formerly one of the officers of the Anthropological 
Society of London, at the early age of twenty-eight. Mr. Beavan's chief 
labour in connexion with the Society was that of editing Georges Pouchet's 
work on The Plurality of Races ; a paper of his on " The People of Spain" 
is also published in the Memoirs of the Anthropological Society. 

Anthropology at the British Association. — The Anthropological So- 
ciety of London have appointed a committee to attend, as delegates, the 
forthcoming meeting of the British Association at Exeter. We hear that a 
large number of papers are likely to be presented for reading at the Anthro- 
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pological department; and amongst others, one of considerable local in- 
terest, by the President of the Anthropological Society of London (Dr. 
John Beddoe), on "TheAnthropology of Devon and Cornwall." The Honorary 
Secretaries of the Committee appointed by the Society have announced that 
they will be happy to take charge of communications on Anthropology, if 
the same are sent to the rooms of the Society, 4, St. Martin's Place, Charing 
Cross. 

The Anthropological Society of Madrid, whose meetings have been 
delayed for two years, owing to the political changes which Spain has un- 
dergone, had their second inaugural meeting on the 21st of February last. 
Previously they had only had the one meeting, reports of which have already 
appeared in the Anthropological Review. The President is Don Francisco 
Fernandez Gonzalez ; the Secretary, Don Francisco de Asis Delgado Jugo. 

The Preservation of Ancient Monuments. — Recently in the House 
of Commons Sir H. Verney asked the First Commissioner of Works to con- 
sider whether measures could be adopted to place the ancient monuments, now 
existing in the country, under the protection of some authority which might 
prevent their destruction. Mr. Layard said that the question was one of 
very great importance. There were a great many royal and other interest- 
ing sepulchral monuments in our cathedrals and churches that had been 
allowed to fall into decay, and also a great many monuments of national and 
archaeological interest that were being entirely destroyed. Such a state of 
things was not creditable to the country; and in France and other countries 
measures were being taken to preserve such monuments as public property. 
When he came into office, his attention was directed to this subject, and the 
first step he took was to endeavour to obtain a list of such monuments as it 
was thought advisable to place under some kind of protection, and he ad- 
dressed a letter to the Society of Antiquaries, and requested them to pre- 
pare him such a list, if possible. His application was met in the most cor- 
dial spirit by Lord Stanhope, the President, and the Fellows of the Society, 
and they had taken steps which he trusted would enable them to obtain 
such a list, and enable him to submit some proposal to the House for the 
preservation, not only of these monuments, but others of a national and 
archaeological character. Some objection might be taken to such a course 
as interfering with the rights of private property, but he thought they might 
be easily got over. He was sorry to say a case had recently occurred where a 
work of great national and archaeological value had been destroyed in a man- 
ner, if the accounts were true, which showed an act of Vandalism one could 
hardly think it possible to be committed in these days. 

We think that the best thanks of the Archaic Anthropologists of this 
country are due to both Mr. Layard and to the Society of Antiquaries ; and 
we feel sure that they will do all they can to assist their scientific brethren, 
so admirably presided over by Lord Stanhope, in protecting the archaic re- 
mains of the British Isles. 

We regret that we are unable, this quarter, to give a continuation of the 
articles on " The Localisation of the Functions of the Brain, with special 
reference to the faculty of Language," or " The Keport of the Proceedings 
of the Anthropological Society of Paris." Want of space, also, prevents us 
from giving a continuation of our summary of Carl Vogt's works on Micro- 
cephaly. 



